Amendments to the the Claims 



Below is a list of current claims with status identifiers. 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for automatically accessing and verifying wi t h an 
information source to determine information related to a document undei - wri t ing ins t i t u t i o n t he 
s t a t us of an acc o un t underlying one of a plurali t y of negotiable ins t mmcn t s held by a purchaser 
and the auth o ri t y o f t h e purchaser to issue said on e nego t iabl e instmrn e nt against said accoun t 
when said document on e n e go t iabl e ins t inm c n t is presented to a user m er chan t based on accoun t 
information and c nci - yp te d s e curity informa t i o n contained in a bar code visibly printed on each 
of the documents n e go t iabl e ins t mm e n t s f or e s t ablishing t ha t t h e pu r chaser is r e cogniz e d by the 
o ne undemri t ing ins t i t u t i o n as an au t horized issuer o f said n e go t iabl e ins t mm e n t agains t said 
acc o un t , comprising: 

a te rminal f o r us e by th e m e rchant a t a point of sal e . 

a bar code scanner electrically coupled to said a local terminal for reading the bar 
code printed on said thc-onc document neg ot iabl e ins tr um e n t; 

means for automatically determining an und c mri t ing ins t itu t ion a routing code 
and an account number from the bar code, said means for determining located in said local 
terminal; 

means for automatically deriving a security code form the encrypted security 
information contained in the bar code, said means located in said local terminal; 

means, on said local terminal, for receiving a security code fr o m entered by [[the] ] 

a purchaser; 

a modem electrically coupled to said local terminal in transmitting and receiving 
electrical communication therewith; and 

a bi-directional undemri t ing ins t i t uti o n switch remote terminal computer 
electrically coupled to said modem and capable of automatically establishing electrical 
communication with the information source und e i - wri t ing institution based on the underwri t ing 
insti t u t i o n routing code contained in the bar code for verification of the accoun t numb e r and t he 
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securi t y code of said pu r chaser; and 

a display screen a tt ach e d to said te rminal for displaying transac t i o n inf o rma t ion 
to t he merchant. 

2 . The apparatus of Claim 1 further including means for saving account information 
and securi t y information contained in said bar code for use in future processing of information 
returned to said local terminal from the information source, t h e t ransacti o n . 

3. (Amended) The apparatus of Claim 1 further comprising: 

means for storing a plurality of distinct underwriting institution routing codes and 
corresponding underwriting institution contact information; 

the bi-direc t i o nal und e mri t ing insti t u t ion swi t ch remote terminal computer 
5 automatically establishing communication with the underwriting institution issuing the one of the 
plurality of negotiable instruments presented by the purchaser based on institution routing code 
information contained in the bar code on said one negotiable instrument. 

4. (Amended) An apparatus for automatically accessing and v e rifying wi t h an 
undei - wri t ing insti t u t i o n the s t a t us o f an acc o un t und e rlying o n e of a plu r ali t y o f neg ot iable 
ins t mmen t s h e ld by a purchas e r and t he au t h o ri t y of t h e purchas e r t o issu e said one neg ot iable 
o ne n e g ot iable ins t mnicn t against said a c count when said document on e n e gotiable ins t rument 

5 is presented to a user merchan t based on account information and cnciyp t ed securi t y informa t ion 
contained in a bar code visibly printed on each of the documents n e gotiable ins t rum e nts for 
es t ablishing t ha t t he purchaser is recognized by the o ne undei - writing ins t i t u t i o n as an au t h o rized 
issuer of said negotiable ins t iiimen t agains t said accoun t , comprising: 
a te rminal for use by t he merchant a t a p o in t o f sale ; 
10 a bar code scanner electrically coupled to sard a local terminal for reading the bar 

code printed on sajd [[the]] document on e negotiable instrum e n t, said bar code scanner capable 
of reading a bar code printed on a driver's license, and further comprising means for printing a 
reproduction of the driver's license bar code on a receipt for correlating said document nego t iable 
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instrument presented to the merchan t user and said driver's license bar code with said receipt; 

means for automatically determining an undemri t ing ins t i t u t i o n a routing code 
and an account number from the bar code, said means for determining located in said local 
terminal; 

means for automatically deriving a security code from the encrypted security 
information contained in the bar code, said means located in said local terminal; 

means, on said local terminal, for receiving a security code from entered by [[the]] 

a purchaser; 

a modem electrically coupled to said local terminal in transmitting and receiving 
electrical communication therewith; and 

a bi-directional underwri t ing ins t i t u t i o n switch remote terminal computer 
electrically coupled to said modem and capable of automatically establishing electrical 
communication with the underwriting institution based on the underwriting institution routing 
code contained in the bar code for v e rifica t ion o f t he acc o un t number and the s e curity cod e of 
said purchas e r; and 

a display scr e en a tt ached t o said terminal for displaying a tr ansac t ion informa t ion 
t o t he merchan t . 

5. (Amended) A method for automatically accessing and verifying with an underwriting 
institution the status of an account underlying one of a plurality of negotiable instruments and the 
authority of a purchaser to issue said one negotiable instrument against said account when said 
one negotiable instrument is presented to a merchant based on account information and encrypted 
security information contained in a bar code visibly printed on each of the plurality of negotiable 
instruments for establishing that the purchaser is recognized by the underwriting institution as an 
authorized issuer of said one negotiable instrument against said account, comprising the steps of: 



a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 



reading the bar code printed on the one negotiable instrument; 
deriving an underwriting institution code from the bar code; 
deriving an account number from the bar code; 

deriving a security code from the encrypted security information in the bar 



AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 

S/N 09/909,035 

Atty. Dkt. No. PHLY-25,478 



5 



15 



g) 



dl) 

e) 



f) 



code; 

entering a security code; 

automatically contacting the appropriate underwriting institution based on 
the underwriting institution code contained in the bar code; 
transmitting the account number and the security code to the appropriate 
underwriting institution; 

receiving account status information from the underwriting institution 
only when the security code and the account number are verified; and 



20 



displaying the account status information. 



6. The method of Claim 5 wherein step (e) comprises a software routine using a look- 
up table containing underwriting institution codes and corresponding underwriting institution 
contact information for automatically establishing communication with the appropriate 
underwriting institution. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 5 wherein step (e) comprises a financial 
ins t i t u t ion swi t ch which aut o matically and in real t ime con t ac t s contacting automaticallv and all 
real time the proper underwriting institution based on the underwriting institution code. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 5 further including the step of havrng 
including the account information and encrvpted security information contained in said bar code 
for use in future processing of the transaction. 

9. (Previously Presented): The method of Claim 5 further including the steps of reading 
bar code information from a driver's license, automatically determining driver's license 
information from the driver's license bar code, and automatically verifying the driver's license 
information. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method for automatically accessing and ve r ifying wi t h an 
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underwriting institution for verifying the status of an account underlying one of a plurality of 
negotiable instruments and the authority of a purchaser to issue said one negotiable instrument[s] 
against said account when said one negotiable instrument is presented to a merchant based on 
account information and encrypted security information contained in a bar code visibly printed 
5 on each of the plurality of negotiable instruments for establishing that the purchaser is recognized 
by the underwriting institution as an authorized issuer of said one negotiable instrument against 
said account, comprising the steps of: 

a) reading the bar code printed on the negotiable instrument; 

b) deriving an underwriting institution code from the bar code; 
1 0 c) deriving an account number from the bar code; 

d) deriving a security code from the encrypted security information in the bar 
code; 

e) automatically contacting the appropriate underwriting institution based on 
the underwriting institution code contained in the bar code; 

1 5 f) transmitting the account number and the security code to the appropriate 

underwriting institution; and 
g) receiving at:c o un t s t atus information from the underwriting institution 
regarding an account only when the security code and the account number 
are verified; 

20 h) displaying the account status information; and reading bar code 

information from a driver's license and printing a reproduction of the 
driver's license bar code on a receipt for correlating said negotiable 
instrument presented to the merchant and said driver's license bar code 
with said receipt. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended): A method for automatically accessing and verifying wi t h an 
underwriting institution for verifying the status of an account underlying one of a negotiable 
plurality of instruments and the authority of a purchaser to issue said one negotiable instrument 
against said account when said one negotiable instrument is presented to a merchant based on 
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account information and security information contained in a bar code printed on each of the 
pluraUty of negotiable instruments for estabhshing that the purchaser is recognized by the 
underwriting institution as an authorized issuer of said one negotiable instrument against said 
account, comprising the steps of: 
5 a) reading the bar code printed on the negotiable instrument; 

b) deriving an underwriting institution code form the bar code; 

c) deriving an account number from the bar code; 

d) deriving an encrypted security code form the bar code; 

dl) storing a plurality of distinct underwriting institution codes and 
10 corresponding underwriting institution contact information; 

d2) providing a bi-directional device at said underwriting institution switch for 
automatically establishing communication with the underwriting 
institution issuing the one of the plurality of negotiable instruments 
presented by the purchaser based on institution code information 
15 contained in the bar code on said one negotiable instrument; and 

e) automatically contacting the appropriate underwriting institution issuing 
the one negotiable instrument based on the underwriting institution code 
contained in the bar code[[;]]. 

f) t ransmitting t h e acc o un t numb er and pers o nal iden t ifica t ion number t o t he 
20 appr o pria t e undci - w r i t ing ins t i t u t ion; 

g) r e c e iving acc o un t s t a t us information fro m t he undemri t ing ins t itu t i o n; and 

h) displaying the accoun t s t a t us inf o rmati o n]. 



Claims 12-40 (Canceled) 
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